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strance, passed an act to reorganize the college,
and virtually to place it within the control of the
State. The Governor and council at once pro-
ceeded to choose trustees and overseers under the
new law, and among those thus selected was Jo-
seph Story of Massachusetts.

Both boards of trustees assembled. The old
board turned out Judge Woodward, their secre-
tary, who was a friend to Wheelock and secretary'
also of the new board, and, receiving a thousand
dollars from a friend of one of the professors, re-
solved to fight. President Brown refused to obey
the summons of the new trustees, who expelled
the old board by resolution. Thereupon the old
board brought suit against Woodward for the col-
lege seal and other property, and the case came
on for trial in May, 1817. Mr. Mason and Judge
Smith appeared for the college, George Sullivan
and Ichabod Bartlett for Woodward and the state
board. The case was argued and then went over
to the September term of the same year, at Exe-
ter, when Mason and Smith were joined by Mr.
Webster.

The cause was then argued again on both sides
and with signal ability. In point of talent the
counsel for the college were vastly superior to their
opponents, but Sullivan and Bartlett were never-
theless strong men and thoroughly prepared. Sul-
livan was a good lawyer and a fluent and ready
speaker, "with great power of illustration. Barfr